Maintenance immunosuppressants in the management of antibody-mediated renal allograft rejection: which regimen is best?
Antibody-mediated rejection (AMR) is a pivotal cause of long-term graft failure following renal transplantation. De novo donor-specific antibody reduction is essential to prevent AMR and improve long-term graft survival in renal transplant recipients. Although the number of early AMR episodes can be successfully controlled by attenuating de novo donor-specific antibodies, the long-term outcomes are unsatisfactory. Numerous studies have focused on new strategies to reverse AMR, but the available evidence suggests that maintenance immunosuppressive agents play important roles. This article reviews data on the use of various maintenance immunosuppressive strategies in the management of AMR, with a focus on antibody-mediated kidney transplant rejection. Its aim is to help provide options benefitting long-term graft survival in renal transplant recipients.